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Proposed Budget Cuts will Close Library Branch
Piscataway- The Piscataway Public Library Library Board of Trustees may be forced to close the J. W. Westergard Branch Library (located at 20 Murray Avenue) if Piscataway Township enforces an approximate $300,000 budget cut in the 2009-2010 Fiscal Year.  If the budget cuts are approved by the Township Council, Westergard can close as early as July 1.  At a Township Council meeting held on Tuesday, May 5, both the Mayor and Council stated that the closing of Westergard Library is unacceptable to them.  They expressed a willingness to meeting with the Trustees to work toward avoiding this consequence.
“This would be a hard decision,” says Library Board President Fred Cassaday. “But after much consideration and number crunching, there appears to be no other way the Library can absorb another funding cut of this magnitude,” Cassaday states.
Piscataway Library’s operating budget took a $200,000 cut in the 2007-2008 Fiscal Year and was forced to cease Bookmobile service and Sunday hours.  Municipally funded children, teen and adult programs were cut, and Library funding for books, videos, DVDs, CDs, audio books and other materials were cut in half.  In addition, the Library began charging for the use of its Meeting Rooms by the public.

The Library is asking the community to stop further cuts to Library services and save Westergard Library by letting Mayor Brian Wahler and Council members know their opinion on the issue.  Community members can do this by attending the Town Council Meeting being held on Tuesday, May 19 at 8:00 pm at Town Hall.  Residents can also write to the Mayor and their Councilperson encouraging them to vote to save Westergard Library.  For more information on how to write your Councilperson, visit the Library Web site at www.piscatawaylibrary.org or call the Library at 732-463-1633, ext. 6.
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“The closing of Westergard Library would be a major disappointment for all the Library staff and Board members, as well as the community that has come to rely on the Library,” states James Keehbler, Director of Library Services.  “The residents will lose access to public computers, books, children's and young adult programming, computer training classes, and meeting room space that is currently available at Westergard Library.  Local organizations will also be losing their place to meet; over 120 local organization meetings were held at Westergard Library last year.”  Keehbler further explained.
The Library has continually served the New Market section of Piscataway for almost 75 years, beginning on May 16, 1935 when the Piscataway Township Public Library Association was formed and opened the first library in a small wooden building on Lakeview Avenue that was formerly a firehouse and post office.  The Library outgrew numerous locations and finally settled into rental property on Stelton Road.  By the Association’s 10th anniversary, Johanna W. Westergard, a former school librarian, was active on the Piscataway Library Board.  She would go on to champion library services and the municipalizaiton of Piscataway Library in 1965.  
Even though the J. F. Kennedy Library was already built and had undergone its first expansion, by the end of 1974 the New Market Library was straining at its seams and plans were underway for a new library which would be located on Township land on Stelton Road across the street from the existing rental quarters.  The building was dedicated on October 18, 1981, and named for Johanna W. Westergard who by that time had worked on behalf of the libraries of Piscataway for 38 years.

“The Westergard Library staff has proudly served the neighborhood for over 25 years,” Keehbler adds.  “The Library is a safe haven for children after school, a place for ESL classes to meet, and a place where children enjoy story times.  In these tough economic times when library usage across the country is increasing, the closing of a vital branch of the Library, over what is less than one percent of the Township budget, is tough to accept.”

A gateway to knowledge, the Piscataway Public Library provides free and open access to information through professionally selected resources.
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