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Executive Summary

2008-2009 was a record setting year for Piscataway Public Library. 

The library staff and Board of Trustees worked with dedication to continue to improve library service to the public.  The 
library circulated over 497,000 items, and received over 448,000 visits during FY 08/09.

With the generous donations of funding from the Friends of Piscataway Public Library and private donors, the library was 
able to complete two exciting projects, the creation of a café area as well as a teen area in the Kennedy Branch.  The library 
also received a donation from the VFW Post 7504 which allowed us to open a new computer training room and triple our 
training capacity.

The library also added new collections: College Center, Career Center, and the Foundation Center Cooperating Collection to 
support local non-profit organizations.

The library hosted programs for over 13,000 people.   The library continued its diverse programming schedule, and added 
new ideas such as gaming events, Read to a Dog, and SCORE.  

As library usage increases across the state, Piscataway Public Library will continue to strive to provide the best library service 
to our library users.  With continued strong support from the township of Piscataway, the Friends of Piscataway Public Library, 
and private donors, the library staff and the Board of Trustees have the passion and ideas to make Piscataway Public Library 
the best library in New Jersey.

James K. Keehbler, Library Director



Record Setting Library Usage

Ã There were 88,373 public 
internet sessions in 08/09, 
up by 20.1% from 07/08

Ã The library circulated 497, 
133 items in 08/09, up 
4.1% from 07/08

Ã Over 13,700 people 
attended library 
programs in 08/09

Ã Usage of online 
databases increased 
nearly 90% in 08/09



New Piscataway Public Library 

Virtual Branch

Some Features:

Online Reference 
Chat  with Meebo

Twitter 

Upcoming Events 

Facebook

Email Notification for 
Library Programs

Reading Lists for All 
Ages

Online Signup for 
Selected Library 
Programs



Inside the Collections

Circulation at the 
Westergard
Branch was up 
4% in 08/09

Circulation at the 
Kennedy Branch 
was up 7% in 
08/09

Piscataway 
Public Library 
received 19,248 
items from other 
LMXAC Librarys
in 08/09.

Ã International language book usage was up 
over 40% for Chinese, Gujarati and Hindi, 
with Hindi book usage up 78% over the 
previous year.

Ã Large Print book circulation was also up 
39% over the previous year.

Ã Graphic novel circulation increased over 
11% over the previous year.

Ã The library circulated 218,756 childrenõs 
materials in FY 08/09.  85,602 of those 
items circulated from the Westergard
Branch.




